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NUMBER X. 
To be continued every Saturpay. Price Two-pence Halfpenny. 


Tu ne cede malis, fed contra audentior ifo. VIRGIL. 


SATURDAY, uly 317%. 


~ 


HAVE heen reproached as an advocate for the 


prefent miniftry, and as a panegyrift of Lord 

re ‘4 B—te. I own it gives me particular pleafure 

to fee the adminittration of my country con- 

©) >» ducted in fuch a manner, as will ftand the tett 
: fz, of the fevereft enquiry ; and there is no tafk 
* 23 I would more cheartully embrace than that of 


paying the juit tribute of applaufe to extra- 
ordinary virtue. This, however, is a tafk which, Iapprehend, 
any mano has a right to decline, without any imputation upon his 
character, fhould it clafh with his intereft, or interfere with other 
more necellary occupations: but, when a good man is vilely ilan- 
dered, it becomes a duty of humanity to undertake his defence. 
This confideration, and this only induced the Briton to interpofe, 
when the hounds of faCtion began to mangle the reputation of a 
M-——r whom I knew to be without blame. How far 1 have 
fucceeded, I leave the public to judge. 

Peopxe of the moft upright intentions may differ in political 
opinions, with relpect to the rectitude or expediency of certain 
meafures; and thefe fubjects may be canvafied with temper, de- 
cency, andcandour; but, the pretent outcry again{t the Earl of 
B— was not founded on any fuppofed difference of fentiment. 


It iffued immediately from the foul throat of calumny, and {can- 
dal, 
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dal. A feries of falfities was urged againft his minifterial con- 
duct; a fucceffion of the moft infamous flanders was forged to 
blacken his moral charaéter. ‘The imputed criminality in his pu- 
blic conduét, I have proved to be no other than the rancorous 
mifreprefentation of malice. 1 have challenged his adverfaries to 
particularize one blemith in his private life. Confcious of their 
own iniquity, they have avoided all fuch explanations ; they have 
had recourfe to the laft and loweft thifts of fcurrility and defamation. 
They have difcharged a torrent of general abufe upon his coun- 
try; and finding this too illiberal to intereft the public, too con- 
temptible even to provoke a reply; they have, with fuch licen- 
tious rage as, I believe, ftands without.example, broke through 
every reitraint of truth, decorum, and humanity. They have 
trumped up pretended parallels, replete with the moft grofs, 
indelicate, and treacherous infinuations, againft the firft and moft 
refpectable perfonages in the kingdom ; fuch infinuations, that we 
will venture to fay, the authors of them would be univerfally held 
as infamous in every other civilized nation of Europe! They have 
indeed rendered themfelves fo impure, by this exercife of {catter- 
ing their filth, that no man can enter the lifts with them, but at 
the hazard of contamination. 

Tue Monitor, who began this decent method of foiling the 
‘reputation of his betters, 1s fometimes pleafed to interfperfe among 
‘this calumnies, a {pecies of argumentation, which proves how well 
he is qualified to inftruct the public. Among other curious de- 
ductions, he has laboured to eftablifh a fimilarity of circumftan- 
ces between the prefent period, and that era in Queen Ann’s 
reign, when the negotiations for the peace were brought upon the 
carpet ; efpecially in the particular of deferting our allies; a cir- 
cumftance upon which he dwells with peculiar felf- complacency. 
He has wifely chofen for his metto, a fentence in the Queen’s 
fpeech, implying, ‘* That nothing can be more evident, than if 
“the French King continues matter of the Spanifh monarchy, 
‘“« the ballance of power in Europe, is utterly deftroyed, and he 
« will beable, ina fhort time, to engrofs the trade and wealth of 
«“world—". Senfible writers, in their choice of motto’s, gene- 
rally felect fuch pertinent maxims as are confirmed by the experi- 
ence and obfervation of mankind: but, the Monitor is one of the 
tew who pitches upon apothegms, the abfurdity of which he 
himfelf hath feen demonttrated ; tho’ in this particular, he may 
be compared to the right reverend hiftorian of his own times who 
declared to Queen Anne in private, that any treaty by which Spain 
and the Welt Indies were left in the hands of King Philip, muft 
in a little time deliver all Europe into the hands of France: that 
if any fuch peace was made, the Queen was betrayed, and her 
people ruined: that in lefs than three years, fhe would be mur- 
dered, and the fires would blaze again in Smithfield. The good 
bithop lived to fee his prognoftic difappointed; but, neverthelefs, 
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he tranfmitted this anecdote to the public, as a fpecimen of his 
own patriotif{m and fagacity. 

In the year 1705, when the fpeech quoted by the Monitor was 
made, the French King could not with any propriety be termed 
the matter of the Spanith monarchy, which was powerfully con- 
tefled with his grandfon, by Charles atthe head of a very formi- 
dable army, fupported by a ftrong party inthat kingdom. In the 
iequel, indeed, he became matter of it, and it has remained in his 
family ever fince, without the French King’s being able to deftroy 
the ballance of power in Europe, or to engrofs the trade and 


wealth of the world: the prognottic, therefore, appears to have 


been erroneous, and the Monitor’s quoting it as an eftablithed 
maxim, is ridiculoufly abfurd. But, as he has endeavoured to 
{trike out a likenefs between this war and that of 1702, and to 
draw from that pretended refemblance, confequences unfavour- 
able to the prefent adminiftration, I fhall, in my turn, attempt to 
draw a parallel, in which there fhall be neither faifhood nor fcur- 
rility. 

THE continental war that diftinguifhed the reign of Queen Anne, 
was the refult of an illuftrious confederacy of almoft all the Eu- 
ropean ftates united, to bridle the boundlefs ambition, and re- 
firain the growing power of the French monarch, who had too 
plainly fhewn, that his aim was univerfal empire ; in this cafe the 
continent of Europe was the natural fcene of action. The pre- 
{ent war arofe from an American quarrel between Great Britain 
and France, and America was the proper fcene of operation ; 
nor could it poffibly be transferred to the continent of Europe, 
without offering violence to the interefts of this nation. One 
great end of Queen Anne’s war, was to preferve the ballance 
of power between the houfes of Auftria and Bourboun: bur, 


the prefent war in Germany has abfolutely deftroyed that bal- 


lance, and driven thofe two formidable powers into a con- 
junction, which undoubtedly threatens the liberties of Europe. 
In the former conteft, England engaged in the continental war, 
as one of a great number of contederates, who contributed 


to the general alliance, their feveral proportions of troops and 


money. Great Britain embarked in the prefent G——n war 
asa principal, without one ally, but fuch as fhe purchafed with 
enormous fubfidies. In the year 1706, the whole expence of 
the land-army, including all the fubfidies paid by Great Britain, 
and her quota of troops employed in the common caufe, did not 
exceed two millions, eight hundred fourteen thoufand, five hun- 
dred and eighty-three pounds, fifteen fhillings and nine-pence ; 
in return for this expence incurred by England, the allies brought 
about two hundred thoufand effective men into the field. The 
French were oppofed by them, in Portugal, Spain, Italy, Savoy, 
Germany, and Flanders. Lewis XIV. loft twenty thoufand men 


at the battle of Ramillies; and.a whole army, with halfa mil- 
lion 
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lion of treafure, at the fiege and battle of Turin. The prefent 
G—n war cofts this nation near feven millions annually ; and 
our troops can hardly keep their ground in Weftphalia ; and not 
one man is contributed by one ally, unlefs we beltow that fpecious 
title on our own mercenaries. In 1706, we paid a fubfidy of fifty 
thoufand pounds to the King of P—a, in confideration of which 
he furnifhed a confiderable body of forces to act in the common 
caufe: in 1760, we paid a fubfidy of fourteen times that fum to 
the King of P—a, in confideration of which, our army was, I 
think, reinforced at one time with a fingle regiment of black huf- 
fars ; and, at another time, we reinforced this fubfidiary with a body 
of twelve thoufand men, to protect him from the vengeance of his 
own enemies, againft whom we had no caufe of quarrel. Inthe _ 
war of Queen Anne, the annual expence of the nation feldom ex- 
ceeded fix millions; in the prefent war, it amounts yearly to 
more than three times that fum. At the death of that Princefs, 
the public debt ftood at fifty millions; at this hour, it does not 
fall fhort of one hundred and thirty-fix millions. Immediately 
before the treaty of Utrecht, the bulk of the people, diftrefied by 
thofe burdens, and perceiving that the great object of the war had 
ceafed in confequence of the death of the Emperor Jofeph, ex- 
prefled an uneafinefs at the continuance of it, and longed eagerly 
for peace. There was a fet of people who found their own pri- 
vate intere(t in protraGing the calamities of their country, fuch as 
contractors, ftock-jobbers, and public ufurers: they were ani- 
mated by the influence of a mercenary general, who fattened upon 
the blood and fpoils of Great Britain; they were inflamed with 
all the animofity of party-rage againft the miniftry ; and infti- 
gated by the emiffaries of felfith allies, who thought Britain had 
had not yet ijacrificed herfelf enough for their interefts, ACtu- 
ated by thefe concurring motives, they raifed a hideous clamour 
in the nation. They opened all the fluices of calumny; they 
branded the miniftry with Jacobitifm, and accufed them of de- 
ferting their allies: they aflirmed there was a defign again{t the 
fucceflion : they exclaimed that the Proteftant Religion was in 
danger. In a word, they did the French King’s work fo effec- 
tually, by railing and fomenting jealoufies, diftrufls and diffenfions, 
among the people, that hewould not acquietce in terms, to which 
he certainly would have fubfcribed, had not he feen the nation 
weakened by inteftine divifions: and the miniftry, whether fway- 
ed by motives of refentment or felf-prefervation, rafhly concluded 
a difadvantageous peace, which afterwards proved their own ruin. 
With refpect to the prefent times, as the nation is loaded with 
much heavier burdens, fo the people’s defire of peace is much 
more eager. There is indeed, a much more iniquitous clamour 
railed againft a much honetter minifiry: but ] have too good an 
opinion of the penetration, good fenfe, and candour of the pu- 
blic, to believe it will produce any effeét that can pofisbly difturb 
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the meafures of the adminiftration, or in any fhape impede their 
efforts to terminate the miferies and horrors ofa deftru@ive war 
At any rate, I am fure they will not be provoked into a bad peace ; 
and I hope, the rancour and detraction of a ‘few obfcure in- 
dividuals, operating upon the refufe of the vulgar, will never 
have power to deter them from embracing fuch terms of accom- 
modation, as may fuit the honour and advantage of their country, 


To the Author of the BRIT ON. 


If it be not contrary to the defign of your paper, you will oblige, 
4 by admitting the following little Tale into it, 


Your humble fervant, 


Curtosus Non CurarTus. 


The MODERN’ PATRIOT, a Tatt. 


- Batcher’s dog right Englith ftuff, 
“& . With heart of oak, and hide of buff, 

Was wont to carry, day by day, 
Well fill’d with meat his mafter’s tray. 
4 Was ever dog more wife, and juft, 
4 More brave, and faithful to his truft? 
_ He'd. fpend his life’s blood drop by drop, 
Rather than lofe a fingle chop, 
And die with hunger, ftarveling elf, 
Sooner ‘than pick one: bone himfelf. 
By chance, as thro’ a public road, 
He bore along the tempting load, 
A hundred dogs, from neighb’ring village 
Rufh’d in at once, intent on pillage ;’ 
Dutch mattiffs, lurchers, fox-hounds, harriers, 
With fpaniels, water-dogs, and tarriers, 
What could he do ?—'midft fuch a fray, 
How fhall he guard the flefhful tray? 
Afttride he ftood in furious fit, 
And bit, and bark’d, and bark’d and bit: 
No patriot bent on all that’s good, 
By lucre’s filthy fons withftood, 
Ere play’d his part with nobler zeal, 
Or roar’d, and bullied half fo well. 
Poor dog in vain!—by foes furrounded, 
O'ermatch’d, out-clamour’d, and confounded, 
He faw, with fuch a tribe oppreft, 
’T was downright madnefs to conteft: 
No mortal force, no mortal wit, . 
For fuch an ardous tafk was fit: 


And 
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And would the rulers of the tky 
Come from their filver bow'rs on high, 
io @ Leave yon imperial realms of day, 
As feconds to fo vile a fray, 
And here on earth thew churlith breeding, 
By hind’ring hungry dogs from feeding? 
Whate’er in Homer’s days was done, 
When gods would fight and {cold for fun, 
Would aid a rogue’s or harlot’s caufe, 
And quarrel év’n for barley-ftraws, 
The times alas! are altered fince, ‘ 
For now, like fome proud eaftern Prince, 
They keep remote from mortal fight, 
Tho’ dogs, or men, or monarchs fight.— 
Fatigu’d at length, and fore with pain, 
The dog found all refiftance vain; ~ 
Then thus, with patriot {peech burft out————= 
“ Ye wretches, ye voracious rout, 
« Pox on your grumbling, and your growling, 
‘“* Here take the meat, and ftop your howling !— 
But foft—’tis only juftand fair, 
“« That patriot Shock fhould have his fhare : 
“ Have I not all your rage withftood, 
“ And wreftled for my mafter’s good ? 
““ Not * Heav’n-born Clive, with fword in hand, 
“© Could make a braver, bolder ftand ;— 
“« Then give me, honeft friends, my due, 
“« This ftake for me——and thofe for you.” 
The dogs agreed, and gave him way: 
ORAL. 
For every dog fhould have his day. 


* Tue dog in this place, and indeed thro’ his whole fpeech, 


imitates our Modern Orator, who, with a curious felicity, pecu- 


liar to himfelf, called Lord Clive, in the houfe of Commons. the 
Heav’n-born Clive. 


( To. be continued. ) 


LONDON: Printed for J. COOTE, at the King’s-Arms, in Paternofler-Row, 
Where may be had the preceding Numbers, 
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